IAS Interview 2011-2012 (Interview Transcript): 19" March to 27 April 2012

Interview : Some Students of Vision IAS

Candidate : Gitanjali Brandon

Board : Mrs. Rajni Razdan

Date: 9" April.
Time: Forenoon Session (9 AM).

ool of India University

(NLS), Bangalore. | subsequently worked as a corporate lawy i er) for 2 years with
one of India’s premier law firms before deciding i ivi ices Exam. My Optionals are

wished Good Morning to everyo S . Razdan, hereinafter referred to as “RR”) asked
me to take a seat. | thanke

RR: Showed me my ne to confirm if that was me. She asked me to state my
name and DOB. ies, while glancing through my Summary Sheet.

Me: My hob i iction and non-fiction- emerging trends in international affairs, gender
iss ravelling and meeting and interacting with people.

RR: So ma interests, what are your hobbies?
Me: Well, Ma’am, say that primarily my hobbies are reading and debating.

RR: What kind of books do you like to read in fiction?

Me: | read widely, but my favourite genre is human interest stories- which show the triumph of the human
spirit against all odds. Some of my favourite books are- To Kill a Mockingbird (Harper Lee), Diary of a Young
Girl by Anne Frank (a memoir) and Catcher in the Rye by J D Salinger.

RR: You come from a water-deficient state like Rajasthan. Can you tell us some ways in which water can be
conserved?
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Me: | asked the Chairperson if | could take a few seconds to collect my thoughts on the matter.
RR: Yes, please take your time. (I paused for about 15 seconds)
Me: | would like to list the following ways in which water can be conserved:

* Promoting the efficient use of water by having a mechanism for charging people for the profligate
and careless use of water- especially in case of over-exploitation of ground water in water-deficient
areas and wastage of water in irrigation.

* Rain water harvesting- by building such structures on fields and f well as houses. Especially

for a state like Raj where rain is erratic and minimal.
* Integrated watershed development
* Dripirrigation

¢ Community-based water management.

RR: Ok. Have you ever heard of euthanasia?

after rains- carti h it, mingles with dirty drain water or goes all the way to the seain
and not available for immediate day-to-day use. To prevent this

M1: Ok. Tellu eant by infrastructure?

Me: Sir, infrastructure is essentially of two types. Physical infrastructure such as- roads, highways, power

projects, ports, dams etc and Social infrastructure- which includes health and education frameworks.

M1: In everything that you have mentioned- what are the commonalities, the basic points regarding
infrastructure?

Me: Infrastructure forms the basic underlying structure or framework that is necessary for the efficient
functioning of society. The commonality between the physical and social infrastructure is that both involve
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significant expenditure for development, are big in scale, provide employment to various people. The govt
often speaks about ways and measures to overcome the infrastructure-deficit for socio-economic
development.

M1: Have you heard of the Gini Coefficient? What is it?

Me: Yes Sir. The Gini coefficient is an economic tool used to measure the level of equality in a society. The
UNDP uses this in its annual Human Development Reports. It’s measured on a scale of 0 to 1; where 0

means perfect inequality and 1 means perfect equality. India is somewhere in.the middle.

RR: Asked M2 to take over.
M2: You are a student of Sociology? Have you read Maclver and

Me: Sir | haven’t read it although | know of this book. | referred to ralambos and

Holborn primarily.

M2: Maclver and Paige is a classic of Sociology.

Me: | nod respectfully.

M2: You listed some strategies for water co think planting more trees can also be a part
of it?

Me: Yes Sir, undoubtedly. Afforestati g recipitation and also helps in preventing run off
of the soil- leading to ground wa water preservation techniques which include

debating championships like the Worlds University Debating
ty Championship.

Me: These co s followed the Parliamentary style of debating. The topic was given 15 minutes

before the actual s. There were several rounds in each of these competitions- some of the topics

were- intelligent design v Darwinism; and another was ‘This House Will Not Wear Red'.

M2: Ok. You also said that you are interested in gender issues. | would like to ask you two questions in this
regard- what do you think of reservation for women in Parliament? And also don’t you think that working
women end up neglecting the family and their children? Should women not focus more on domestic
issues?

Me: May | respond to your second question first?
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M2: Go ahead.

Me: Sir, | don’t think that a working woman neglects her family or children. | have seen several examples
of working women who manage to maintain a good work-life balance. Women are generally good at multi-
tasking, and most women can easily balance the two if they prioritize and manage their time correctly.

Moving on to your second question on reservation for women in Parliament- | believe that given that
women make up half the population their representation in Parliament is undoubtedly marginal. And
efully try and mainstream
ats to this point- 1) The often
en from political families and

towards that end reservation will help. And women representatives woul
gender issues in the public discourse. However, | would like to add two

raised argument that reservation in parliament may serve to entrench w
privileged backgrounds to garner more seats in parliament .wi pacting gender
concerns. 2) Countries like Rwanda and Pakistan that have reser i egislatures do
not do well on gender indices.

M3: Rajasthan is a semi-arid state. What are id regions in India?

Me: Sir- Rajasthan, The North-
Deccan Plateau.

the Rann of Kachch) and parts of the

M3: Well, | come from Ana i a semi-arid region. What do you think we can do to

to redress water scarcity
y source- through a canal or river-linking project (after due

Use of dro istant seeds.
M3: Do these drought-resistant seeds work at all?

Me: | can cite the instance of Rajasthan where the state govt has collaborated with the Govt of Israel (a
semi-arid country) to share best-practices in drought-resistant and dryland farming. And in Rajasthan they
are actually growing Olives and Strawberries these days.

M3: He looked surprised. Really?
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Me: Yes Sir, | remember reading the CM also speaking about this a few months ago.
M3: But are these seeds really effective? (He looked sceptical)

Me: (Being a lawyer and having no intricate knowledge about such agricultural details, | decided to give a
politically correct yet optimistic answer) Sir | suppose that it is a work in progress and ICAR and our
agricultural scientists are attempting to develop better seeds.

M3: Hmm. You went to the best law college in the country. What is your view on the legal situation these
days?

Me: Sir- the legal situation regarding a particular case or generally regardi e Rule of Law?

M3: The Rule of Law

o be desired. |
spoke of the massive judicial arrears, protracted legislation denial of justice. |

of the judiciary- arbitration , mediation, L Nyayalayas, improving the infrastructure of
subordinate courts, national arrears gei

Me: Collusion betw 3 ionaries and the executive machinery in-charge of
implementation of . | think what we really require is administrative will

aying in touch with important events?

Don’t you think En ws-papers are more oriented towards urban news? Where do you get rural news

from?

A famous dignitary visited a place in your state recently, which place and who was the dignitary? (This was
with reference to Zardari’s visit to Dargah Sharif in Ajmer).

Who was the saint whose Dargah it is? (Khwaja Mouinuddin Chisthi)

Was he from India originally? (No, he came from Iran and settled in India to preach Sufism)
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Which century did he come in? (12™ century)

Luckily | knew all of the above because I've visited Dargah Sharif but he asked me 2 more questions on
History which | did not know.

M4: What other important event happened in 12 Century?
Me: | mentioned one but turns out that it happened in 14™ century (RR pointed that out)

M4: Which year did Islam come to India and how?

Me: Sir, | would not like to hazard a guess with respect to that.
M4: Isn’t History your subject?

Me: No Sir, Law and Sociology (this is after | had explicitly stated in ginni interview that my

under the impression that History is my subject!!!

RR: Islam came to India in 786 AD. Mohd i introduction of Islam to India.
Thank you and good luck.

Me: Thank you Ma’am.

* Note: | was disappointed t ; ything regarding IFS or foreign affairs because | was
very well-prepared y people opt for IFS as their first choice | thought
questions on that a e since | was the first candidate that morning the panel
did not have t my form properly and perhaps it did not register that my first
preference : of their questions | did not get an opportunity to bring this up

myself.

Also, on why | quit my lucrative corporate law firm job or any questions on
corporate i or even regarding why | want to join the civil services (I had expected
questions along es because previously some of my seniors with similar profiles had been quizzed on

these aspects).

Having said that, | think that | answered all questions put to me reasonably well and | was articulate and
poised. So, although | did not know two factual history-based questions in the end and did not get asked
any questions regarding the IFS or capital markets (which are my strongest areas) | think my interview
went well. Fingers crossed now €.
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